
North Carolina 
Child Abuse & Neglect Reporting  

 
 
What circumstances require me to report an incident of child abuse or neglect in North 
Carolina? 
Any person or institution who has cause to suspect that any juvenile is abused, neglected, or 
dependent, as defined by G.S. 7B-101, or has died as the result of maltreatment, shall report the 
case of that juvenile to the director of the department of social services in the county where the 
juvenile resides or is found.  
G.S. 7B-101. 
 
Who do I contact?  
Call – The Department of Social Services in the county where the child resides. Use the link 
below for a directory to the various departments.  
https://www.ncdhhs.gov/localDSS  
 
If you think someone is being hurt or is in danger right now, call 911 immediately.  
 
How much time do I have to report an incident? 
A report should be made as soon as possible since there is no time referenced in the statute.  
 
Who is an “abused juvenile” in North Carolina? 
Any juvenile less than 18 years of age (i) who is found to be a minor victim of human trafficking 
under G.S. 14-43.15 or (ii) whose parent guardian, custodian, or caretaker”  

a.​ Inflicts or allows to be inflicted upon the juvenile a serious physical injury by other than 
accidental means;  

b.​ Creates or allows to be created a substantial risk of serious physical injury to the juvenile 
by other than accidental means;  

c.​ Uses or allows to be used upon the juvenile cruel or grossly inappropriate procedures or 
cruel or grossly inappropriate devices to modify behavior;  

d.​ Commits, permits, or encourages the commission of a violation of the following laws by, 
with, or upon the juvenile: first degree forcible rape, as provided in G.S. 14-27.21; 
second-degree forcible rape as provided in G.S. 14-27.22; statutory rape of a child by an 
adult as provided in G.S. 14.27.23; first degree statutory rape as provided in G.S. 
14-27.24; first-degree forcible sex offense as provided in G.S. 14-27.26; second-degree 
forcible sex offense as provided in G.S. 14-27.27; statutory sexual offense with a child by 
an adult as provided in G.S. 14-27.29; sexual activity by a substitute parent or custodian 
as provided in G.S. 14-27.31; sexual activity with a student as provided in G.S. 14-27.32; 
unlawful sale, surrender, or purchase of a minor, as provided in G.S. 14-43.14; crime 
against nature, as provided in G.S. 14-177; incest, as provided in G.S. 14-178; 
preparation of obscene photographs, slides, or motion pictures of the juvenile, as 
provided in G.S. 14-190.5; employing or permitting to assist in violation of the obscenity 
laws as provided in G.S. 14-190.6; dissemination of obscene material to the juvenile as 
provided in G.S. 14-190.7 and G.S. 14-190.8; displaying or disseminating material 
harmful to the juvenile as provided in G.S. 14-190.14 and G.S. 14-190.15; first and 
second degree sexual exploitation of the juvenile as provided in G.S. 14-190.16 and G.S. 
14-190.17; promoting the prostitution of the juvenile as provided in G.S. 14-205.3(b); 
and taking indecent liberties with the juvenile, as provided in G.S. 14-202.1;  

e.​ Creates or allows to be created serious emotional damage to the juvenile; serious 
emotional damage is evidenced by a juvenile’s severe anxiety, depression, withdrawal, or 
aggressive behavior toward himself of others;  
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f.​ Encourages, directs, or approves of delinquent acts involving moral turpitude committed 
by the juvenile; or  

g.​ Commits or allows to be committed an offense under G.S. 14-43.11 (human trafficking), 
G.S. 14-43.12 (involuntary servitude), or G.S. 14-43.13 (sexual servitude) against the 
child. 

G.S. 7B-101. 
 
Who is a mandated reporter in North Carolina? 
Any person or institution who has cause to suspect that any juvenile is abused, neglected, or 
dependent, as defined by G.S. 7B-101, or has died as the result of maltreatment  
G.S. 7B-101. 
 
Are Clergy mandatory reporters in North Carolina? 
Yes, any person who has cause to suspect abuse, neglect, dependency, or a death as a result of 
maltreatment is required to make a report. 
G.S. 7B-301. 
 
Is there an exception for penitential communication in North Carolina? 
No. 1 
G.S. 7B-310. 
 
Where can I find more resources on North Carolina law on child abuse and neglect? 

●​ https://www.ncdhhs.gov/divisions/social-services/child-welfare-services/child-pro
tective-services/about-child-abuse-and-child-neglect 

●​ https://www.ncleg.gov/Laws/GeneralStatuteSections/Chapter7B  
 

1 “No privilege shall be grounds for any person or institution failing to report that a juvenile may have been 
abused, neglected, or dependent, even if the knowledge or suspicion is acquired in an official professional 
capacity, except when the knowledge or suspicion is gained by an attorney from that attorney’s client 
during representation only in the abuse, neglect, or dependency case. No privilege, except the 
attorney-client privilege, shall be grounds for excluding evidence of abuse, neglect, or dependency in any 
judicial proceeding (civil, criminal, or juvenile) in which a juvenile’s abuse, neglect, or dependency is in 
issue nor in any judicial proceeding resulting from a report submitted under this Article, both as this 
privilege relates to the competency of the witness and to the exclusion of confidential communications.” 
G.S. 7B-310  
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